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PROGRAM OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
by BEN F. ROGERS
HE  FLORIDA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  held its 1960 meeting
in Mount Dora, at the Lakeside Inn, April 7-9, with the
Mount Dora Historical Society as sponsors. Dr. Ben F. Rogers,
of Jacksonville University, was Chairman of the Program Com-
mittee, and Mr. John G. Trudinger, of Mount Dora, was in
charge of local arrangements.
The Board of Directors met on the evening of Thursday,
April 7th, and a report of their activities appears below.
Dr. Charles Arnade, of the University of Florida, presided at
the morning program session on Friday. The Rev. James Jones,
of Mount Dora, delivered the invocation. In the absence of Mayor
Guy C. Bliss, Mr. Walter D. Patton, the immediate past mayor,
greeted the members of the Society. President Albert C. Manucy
responded.
As Dr. Arnade announced, the three papers at the morning
session dealt with “pre-American” Florida. Miss Rose Pfeifer, of
the University of Florida, spoke on “Joseph Byrne Lockey, Florida
Compiler and Historian.” Mr. Kenneth Beeson, of St. Augustine,
in his paper on “The Minorcans in Florida,” called attention to
the significant part these people played in the early history of
New Smyrna and St. Augustine. Mr. William F. Rolleston, of
Marineland, a member of the St. Augustine Restoration Com-
mission, reported on the background and progress of “The St.
Augustine Restoration Program.”  
The session was followed by a lively discussion, in which Mr.
W. L. Barnett, of New Smyrna Beach, took issue with some of
Mr. Beeson’s findings. A delicious lunch was followed immedi-
ately by reports of historical activities in Florida, presided over
by Mr. Walter D. Patton, President of the Mount Dora Historical
Society, and a business meeting, presided over by President Ma-
nucy.
The Chairman for the afternoon session, which included
three papers, was Dr. Ben. F. Rogers, of Jacksonville University.
Mr. Joe M. Richardson, of The Florida State University, de-
livered the first paper, on “The Freedmen’s Bureau and Negro
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Labor in Florida.” In it, he emphasized the fact that the Freed-
men’s Bureau had been of assistance not only to Negroes, but
also to their employers. Dr. James W. Covington, of the Uni-
versity of Tampa, spoke on “The Armed Occupation Act of 1842,”
discussing at some length the contribution of that act to the sett-
ling of central Florida. “Early Visitors to the Florida Everglades”
were discussed by Dr. Charlton W. Tebeau, of the University of
Miami.
Under the direction of Mrs. Cleon W. Colby, Chairman, the
Reception Committee entertained the visitors at a delightful
garden party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. O. M. Simpson, on
Lake Gertrude. The reception was followed by the annual Din-
ner of the Society, at which Mrs. Mabel Norris Reese, Editor
of the Mount Dora Topic, delivered the address.
On Saturday morning, Phi Alpha Theta sponsored a break-
fast meeting prior to the program session. It was well attended,
and it is hoped that this will become an annual event.
The Saturday morning session was presided over by Mr. John
G. Trudinger. Mr. Frank Bridgman gave a very interesting and
enlightening talk on Mount Dora’s part in the founding of Rol-
lins College; P r o f e s s o r  R u p e r t  D .  L o n g s t r e e t  t o l d  o f
the progress he is making in the preparation of a full-scale history
of Mount Dora; and Mrs. Charles Edgar Shaw read an enter-
taining review of Sidney Walter Martin’s book, “Florida’s Flagler.”
At the conclusion of Mrs. Shaw’s paper, the annual meeting
was declared adjourned.   
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